
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Message from the Head Teacher 
 

Hello Parents and Carers, 
 

Happy New Year and welcome back to the start of the spring term. We have already seen a 

number of workshops in school with children really engaging and having lots of fun whilst learning.   
 

Some year groups have been trialling the Writers Toolbox to support writing. This program helps 

children improve their writing and enables them to receive feedback in real-time. We will review 

the use of this program this term to see if we want to use it across the school.   
 

Lots of useful information can be found on the website found here: 

www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

Nursery applications for September 2025 are now open. If your child was born between 1st 

September 2021 – 31 August 2022 you can apply by completing the nursery application form 

which is available on the school website – admissions / nursery admissions. The closing date is 

7th March 2025. 

 

Hounslow free courses to learn to ride bicycles 

in half term. 

 

At Alexandra Primary School, we  enrich 

the curriculum with workshops and trips to 

museums and other interesting educational 

visits.  It is important that children can attend 

workshops or go offsite on these trips.  We 

understand that these can be expensive and  

we try to keep the contributions we ask from  

parents and carers to a minimum. Applying  

for free school meals can help.  This is  

different from the Mayors Universal  

Free School Meals scheme.   

 

Your child may be able to get free school meals 

if you get any of the following: 

 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

http://www.alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk/


• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 

Credit 

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less 

than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 

Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is both: 

 

• younger than the compulsory age for starting school 

• in full-time education 

You can register at 

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20025/schools_and_colleges/61/free_school_meals 

If you would like some support with an application, please contact the school office. 

 

You may sometimes want to discuss concerns and issues with class teachers.   
You can email using office@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  or telephone on 020 8570 6826. 
 

Year Group Leader emails which can be used for general concerns:  
 

Nursery at Alexandra Primary School nursery@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 

Reception at Alexandra Primary School reception@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 1 at Alexandra Primary School year1@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 2 at Alexandra Primary School year2@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 3 at Alexandra Primary School year3@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 4 at Alexandra Primary School year4@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 5 at Alexandra Primary School year5@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk  

Year 6 at Alexandra Primary School year6@alexandra.hounslow.sch.uk 
 

And don’t forget: 
       

In January, we have… 
 

Big Schools Birdwatch 2025 - January 
 

25th January – Burns Night 
https://www.scotland.org/events/burns-night 

 

27th January - Holocaust Memorial Day 
https://hmd.org.uk/what-is-holocaust-memorial-day/ 

 

29th January - RNLI SOS Day 
 

Thought for the week:    
 

The most important thing in communication is hearing what isn’t said. 
 

Question of the week: 
 

Just as flour is needed to make a cake, what ingredients are needed to write a story? 
 

                            
                           Rights are unconditional and inalienable, they cannot be taken away. However,  
                           they do sometimes need to be qualified or limited in order to balance one right  
                           with another or to balance the rights of an individual with the rights of the  
                           community. 

 
Global citizenship in a Rights Respecting School promotes the idea of taking action on rights 
issues and building solidarity with people rather than doing things to or for people.  
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In a Rights Respecting school, therefore, a global  
citizen can be defined as someone who believes in  
global justice and acts to make the world a safer,  
fairer and more sustainable place in which human  
rights are protected and respected.  

 
 
Nursery – In Nursery we have been reading the traditional tales; The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

and Little Red Riding Hood. As the children have become more familiar with the stories, they have 
been using a range of dressing up clothes and props to retell and act the stories out. In Maths, 
our focus has been on direction and positional language.  
 
The children enjoyed playing a hide and seek game with the bears, hiding them on, under and in 
boxes. We have been using directional vocabulary to think about the route Little Red Riding Hood 
could take through the woods. The children also made pictures and discussed the positions of 
the goats and the troll.  
 
The children have been exploring the ice during our recent cold weather and asking lots of 
questions about the world around them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception -  With the very cold wintery spell that we have experienced recently, the children 

have been learning about winter. Lots of creative artwork has been created, many of which have 

been put on display to celebrate the children’s work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The children have started a new topic, learning about buildings. The children have been drawing 

different buildings creating a scene of the type of buildings in a street, as well as using bricks to 

create a city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children enjoy PE on a Friday. They have been learning gymnastic skills. Balancing on 

different level apparatus, developing their strength in their arms through pulling, hanging and rope 

climbing. Jumping and climbing tall apparatus was such fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 –  We have returned to school full of enthusiasm for the new year and new challenges. 

The children worked incredibly hard over the holidays on their space projects. There were so 
many different projects, books and information. We have displayed all their wonderful work in our 
group area. Thank you for your hard work on these – we hope you enjoyed making them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have started our new topic, ‘Reach for the Stars’ and the children are already thoroughly 
enjoying learning all about space and aliens. They have been looking at the poetic story ‘The 
Alien’ by Julie Holder which they read as a class. We imagined what the alien looked like and 
asked the children. The children planned an alien poem and performed it in front of the class.  

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In Maths, the children started the term by learning about adding by counting on to 20. This week, 
they have moved on to counting onto number bonds to 10 first and then 20. They have been using 
different resources to help them, such as cubes, number lines and number cards.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In PSHE, Year 1 have been thinking hard about their New Year’s Resolutions. We discussed why 
it is important to set goals and how we can achieve them.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Science, the children have started their new topic on materials. They have been learning the 
names of different materials and spotting them in their environment. This week they have been 
identifying the different materials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 2 - We have had a fantastic start to the new year, and are ready for an exciting and progressive 

half term. During the festive break, we were asked to research about the history of our Kings and Queens, 

especially our current King Charles. We found out some interesting facts. Did you know that Queen 

Elizabeth II was allergic to cats! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For English, linked to our new theme this term, ‘Born to be Wild’, we have been looking at features 

of a fantasy story and completing activities linked to our class text, ‘HOM’. We enjoyed the activity 

of creating a monster of our own and writing a character description with our partner and in our 

groups. We also performed our version of the story.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Term in PE, we have started our dance unit with our specialist Dance Coach – Miss Alice. 

Linked to our topic ‘Kings and Queens’, we have started to learn a new regal dance that involves 

the skills of sequencing, mirroring and various dance moves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 - We have started the new year at a flying pace and have been working incredibly hard 

across our writing topics, learning about narrative poems. To help us learn how to construct a 
narrative poem, we were using some drama and acting to help us memorise the poem.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Also, we have been learning a lot of amazing facts about our new topic for this term; Ancient 
Egypt. We have been learning about the history of Ancient Egypt and were tasked with crafting 
a timeline of some of the most important events in Ancient Egypt.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have also had a go at designing our very own death  
masks which the Egyptians would use to decorate the 
caskets of their Pharaohs.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 – In Science, this half term we have been looking at the water cycle  and discussing the 

scientific vocabulary found in the water cycle i.e. condensation, evaporation, precipitation and 

collection.   The children had the opportunity to show what they already know about these terms 

as well as pose questions that they would like to answer throughout the term.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In History this half term, we are learning about the Shang Dynasty. The children enjoyed 

discussing and recalling what they already know about Ancient China and the Shang Dynasty 

and thinking about what aspects of this period of history they would like to discover more about 

during the term. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In PE, this term, we are extremely lucky to be receiving specialist dance teaching from Miss Alice. 

The children have been learning about the different terms and movements used in dance 

performances and compositions, such as: unison, cannon, gestures and phrases. They will be 

learning how to perform Chinese Dances throughout this half-term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been inundated with some excellent homework from the Year Group.  Here are some 

examples:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 – In English, we have started learning about kennings. A kenning is a two-word phrase 

that describes an object or creature in an interesting way without ever using its name. They are a 

bit like riddles! Kennings were first used in Anglo-Saxon and Norse poetry and kenning poems 

are made when we put together a series of these two-word phrases to describe the object of our 

choice. We began our unit by acting out a poem together to help us to remember some examples 

of kennings. 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               In Maths, we have been revising our multiplication methods. We  

                                               have used formal written methods to multiply up to 4-digit numbers  

                                               by 2- digit numbers. We have continued to practise the steps  

                                               involved in this and discussed misconceptions as they arise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

In History, we started our new unit about the Vikings in Britain. We began to explore the context 

of this time period and tried to answer some key questions about who there were, where they 

came from and why they came to Britain. In addition, we put key events and dates from the Viking 

era in chronological order.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We researched Viking longboats or helmets for our homework and some of us created impressive 

models, which we look forward to presenting to our classmates over the coming week! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Year 6 – We have settled back into school beautifully after the Winter break and have jumped 

enthusiastically into our topic of War and Peace.  In History, we have explored a range of primary 
sources from World War I and made observations and inferences about what we could learn 
based on them.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This learning linked to our English and reading lessons, where children explored World War One 
poetry.  We have explored the features of the poetry and how we can interpret the poet’s feelings 
about the war based on the language used.  We were very impressed by some of the emotional 
and descriptive poems that were written independently. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Science this term, children have begun their new topic of All Living Things.  We learnt how 
taxonomists are scientists who specialise in the classification and grouping of living things.  
Children had discussions about how classification is essential when there are around 9 million 
different types of species on Earth.  We became taxonomists and classified a range of animals 
using key questions and scientific vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In PSHE, we are focusing on our dreams and goals, which is a very suitable topic to start the new 
year off with.  Children spent time making a list of their own strengths and then set goals for 
themselves for the new year: one for school and one for outside of school.  Children discussed 
how nice it felt to tell their peers about their strengths and to complement each other. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At APS we talk about the values that underpin our school aims. Children at Alexandra aspire to 
be successful learners who enjoy learning through demonstrating the following values: 
Collaboration. 
 

Alexandra children, staff, parents and carers endeavour to work and play with everyone. We 
believe in the power of teamwork – of cooperating and collaborating. Working together equates 
to success for all.  We show tolerance and understanding for every group and individual and 
people’s different beliefs and ways of life. We have an understanding of good manners and 
demonstrate these always.   
 

What did you learn this week and remember? 
 

What are you looking forward to learning? 
 

Who will you collaborate with this term and  
how will we know that working as part of a group or team is successful? 

 

      

      

 
 

 

     


